‘ Closer Look

TriBes DRUMS

Sandy Ficca's Labor Of Love

by Kevin Winard

pnehidier, Colirslo, abod bweniv-live miliss sorthave=g of Dienver, is
Bln'\n 1t abod 'I-h_lll'Flnlr\-Ig- ared Boulder Drum= Thee stoee oo LI

1150 square fect of & strip mall and is owned by seventesn-year
Firelall drumimes il Ficca

Sarly opsiwnd 1B ficsl Boukler Dvanes shop om Pearl SEeeet in 1993 amal

] i his curmend kwabion just over Pao yers age As ol havang harly o
eighty dakes a vear performing with Firefall and runnang the store wasn't
encrugh, Sandy also asns 1 nbses Diruens.

Iribgs v sfaried ol innocently eiough. Sandy had learned abosil

Buiklang cusfom deams and doang Bearig eclpes while living in Florkda in
the ‘Bils. “About six vears ago,” he explains, “a customer came imbo my shop
ared Eld me Ehat b was & woodworker and had a spray baoth. = | gave
| ane ol Ehe smsare drs I angd fodd Fien o Pindshs W L

T

prms o ok, om pngil e i & ooen-

ik beautifull S0 1 gave him diflerent
plebe st fimished
abomt ben arders for cosbom drumssts. IE was at that point that we decded
g o becomne a dnanm comnpany.”

I'rilsie drims fealire Uhe

el up the kxt at my store. arsd within 2 week we had
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same Kieller shells most major

LS-based dram ¢ TN PaTnies "IF.ILI EI:'I tﬂr t'." t]l"i.l 'I-'l-'l'lfl'i.i['lg'l:lul‘-"l
e, bl il of the beartng 4y mmer, Guys out there who are

vdges, dralling, and lanishee
et o his martnen. Billy T, DUStNG their butts, playing every
and their “manufacturing pight, deserve to have custom
guy.” lom Erlich, Fica rumns his :

company &l & grassrods lievel dnlm'ﬁ a5 ﬂ'lul:h ds thﬁ' Name d]'l,.ITn-
“[Cwr enkire comiept for doing .

business is that we cater o the  TIETS do.

working-class drommer,”
Sarsly saya. 1 like woocall Trikes Daiens “a lue-collar diam company.” | leel

thak gnays ouk there whis ane buasting thair balgs, l,ll.ll.'|1||_I every night, deserve
for bave cosbtom drames a1 much as the name drommers e Most of these
guys can't afford &5 0 drumsets. S0 in order 1o keep costs down, we anly
sell ihrodag s our slose of Eheough our Wt sile (wanw, bribesd rums oom )
Wieth this |-|||||'\-I-\.-:|F||||.' im mvirwl, Tribes uses high-gquality hardware, bug

fhey meserve the cosmebos for their Anshes Sapdy comtimues. “Our whale

thirg is abput offering good sound and guality while keeping the prices

Boulder Drums

Tespes” “Awnm-Sroes”

In order [ compais wilth magcd s1ones e Guilar Caenlar and MARS Busic,
Boulder Drums carnes more sckectic products in order o make e sioee stand
. 7| By o by Thngs Bal olfee Sl o | Gy, Sy e Smulgr Fuxzh
For exampda, | camy Bosphorus and UFIF cymbals. You have o lied ywour recha

“This: bown was imlko o nic percusson kong belome the e of the country,” Ficca
pods. T has a real spirfual fesl 1o @ lke Ashevile, Santa Coee, o Sants Basbaca
Bcagleher in abi umigua in al & his @ Puge drommming community, | sell a ool
dppmbaes, inking drums, and offeer pencussion insirumonis.”

Ficoa has a special phigsophy when & comes o rpning Ris employees. ) sl
ol ‘anli-irar ihafm.” e clme. “Whan | worked bof anofese sion, ey woukd have
sales Mesdngs avery moming. H was ke being at a car dealership. | hate thai
appenach, afthough | do use some of the ame sakes jechniques. Bul | maks 1
much mdne piaisonal | wanl Cuslomam Eng T Fanng hal e seca really
nico Deophe and that vae knew whal we see laking about ™

When asked wihat e would sugges! I someons wanbng 1o star a doom Bus-
reass o Gl & marked Fuces pnewand, 7 dont think | eyl Iry I At & Busanass
Iy, EEcmiiise T market B S0 salumied. Bul i youd ate comenitied 1o doing i,
then approach & as # you wem having a canser a5 a professional musician. B has
I [+ @ bl of K, Wioma GRNT redilly e i L Tor e miondsy, | do s oy B8 | ganl
i play prolessionaly, | have great fiands and cusiomess, and | ool really kciy. |
probably wall never b ich or cwn o Meroedes. Bui | sleep really well seeny mighi”
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affordable. That is wheene
wie focus our goals.” The
average live-pieoe Trabes
st wikh g natural fanish
combs around 51,595, The
company produces about
iorly s¢le a4 vear, anad
while that numbsr may
ok astomined many '.h.'o,lpl;'
comsidering the fact that
there are anly
vanployvees amd basacally

Lhres

ane persan making the
drums. that 1= quile an
accomplishment. Tribes
can w=ally procluce a kil
En alusil nirsdy dave

Havime tha Tacililies g
dissizn arkd buwild his ven
Kils alloavs Fiowa g kusk al
sehat otherr mamuafacinirers
ame |'\-r.|-_|'.|-_|||;_'| arel make
improvements where he
foapks they ne nevessary. In
taclh, Fisca sive, that was
Bis i vakiom for buailsd-
e bis oo cockkaal drum
Tve alwavs loyved cockiadl drums, buai | thewighil that b sels baang, baali
were marginal at beet,” he explaine. “Even whan Yamaha camee ot with
thedr design, §adidin® el it was all ol oonald be, Yo can use gn 8 s
drwm, like thiry dis, bt im maost real plavimg sifustions v nssd & full-sise
smare. %o | devided 1o baild & cockaail =et that First amd fomemnest had a meal
smare that o detachable, so v csild ales e e <tue wilk a fall-siese
ksl | als wamibexd Do sparate Bl Kick Troam the snaee moorder 0 cod dimen
v the spmpathetsc vibratiors, | came up with my design and gave it toomy
partreer 1o skart huildive . The set spunded really good, bod the kick drem
wasn't quite there vel.

"The ikl desigm bad hobs asdermseath (e il Ewdivieen 1B e
argl basas, Bagigse | owamled o be able boe mike ol st like o regolar kick
Crrigginally [ wanted one bole near the boltom where the head s, but Bally
fiedt we shoubd put two hodes opposste each other, at thee ope The partitson
wias 4" underneath the snare. Ovee day [ was shaowing a customer the snare,
and | ok Phe spacess olf, which swere Debwer the spare and kick, Later |
forrpid ko pral thee spacers back on, amd when we put it back. together it acc-
demtally knowckisd thie partition dowr. | thisughil that we really missed ap thse
de=ign and broke the drum. So 1 decaded then o put the pantition wnder ths
haodes; then e had oner kick doem sooend, With the news design the srare
als mianclisd higsger. Cur happy acosdend fummed out bobe thie answer 1o0the

PNIHUI‘H

Thir cocktail dram that Tribes s buikding = starting o get some reoogng
o Moddern Dvummmnee did a review of i 0 the SNosvenbee 2000 bsis, ol
Fooa sivs Bl coeveral ofher ckarmms have I"h.l"'l'h."'\."'ﬂ'll inlerest i carrving he
=7l

Tribes Drums, althinagh a small company. does use endorsers o promate
their produect. “We have somee lical dremmers who are with bareds starling
I el natioial recoggnifion. Meckasl Travis with The Stemg Chaevse Incident,
Briam ™Mevin with Rig Hessd Tosld & The Monsters, Sam Young with The
Somyples, ared the bamd Leftowver Salmon all use our dmams.”

Fiera's shop doss carmy olbwer name drisms, Hke Tama, Gretech, Premice,
ard Sonar, bl he says many o his customess emd ap buving Tribes
Becaiize, Ul dessn't lake g rocket scienkisk b mealiee gualigy sversas preice”
Thae uriparTy = osgarting o ke g name for 1belf, bod I;Ill_l:.- are deliherakely
takirg it slowly because, as Samdy observes, 1 have seen so many droem
compankes comic and go very quickly. 1 ikink the main reacon i that they
were Irying o compele willy the msipos cusbons dmim conigrandgs in e same
price madgge. AlLel s invalvad with Trilws Go olber hivezs fe makses momey,
s s mik fuokally abood the moniey. B's really a labor of loe ™
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